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INDIO 


Jail expected to open this year 


Riverside County to 
phase in facility’s use 
as cost-cutting move 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


A long-awaited and desper- 
ately needed new jail is ex- 
pected to open sometime later 
this year, though the date isn’t 
finalized and it’s possible not 
every cell will be occupied on 
opening day. 

The county executive office 
recently projected the John J. 
Benoit Detention Center in In- 


dio will open sometime in 2018. 
Sheriff Stan Sniff has said a 
lack of staff would prevent the 
jail from opening if construc- 
tion finished this summer. 

The executive office, which 
oversees the county’s $5.5 bil- 
lion budget and is indepen- 
dent of the Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment, has been preparing as 
though the jail will open in 
2018. That’s still the plan, ac- 
cording to county spokesman 
Ray Smith. 

“Construction is scheduled 
to end later this year,” Smith 
said. 

“(A phased opening) will be- 
ing after construction is fin- 


ished and the required state re- 
views and approvals have been 
completed.” 

But the county doesn’t have 
a specific date for when the 
new jail could start accepting 
inmates. Asked when he ex- 
pects the jail to be ready for 
occupancy, Sniff said: “(I was) 
verbally told September or Oc- 
tober this year. But it’s not done 
til it’s done!” 

The $330 million jail, which 
will replace a 353-bed facility 
on the same site, will add more 
than 1,200 beds to a five-jail, 
3,900-bed system chronically 
plagued by crowding. 
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An artist's 
rendering of 
the Indio jail 
expansion 
currently 
under 
construction. 
The Riverside 
County Board 
of Supervisors 
voted last 
year to name 
the facility 
after the late 
Supervisor 
John Benoit. 


COURTESY PHOTO 


PUERTO RICO HURRICANE AFTERMATH 


STUDY RAISES MARIA TOLL 


As many as 4,600 people may have died, according to a new statistical analysis 
that cites delayed medical care as a key contributor to the higher estimate 
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Police lift the coffin that contains the remains of fellow officer Luis Angel Gonzalez Lorenzo, who was killed while trying to cross a river in 
his car during Hurricane Maria, in Aguada, Puerto Rico. A new study contends that many more deaths than normal occurred in Puerto Rico 
in the three months after Maria devastated the island. 


By Sheri Fink 
The New York Times 


As hurricane season begins this week, ex- 
perts are still trying to count the number of 
deaths caused by last year’s devastating Hur- 
ricane Maria in Puerto Rico. The latest esti- 
mate: roughly 4,600, many of them from de- 


layed medical care. 


Residents of Puerto Rico died at a signif- 
icantly higher rate during the three months 
after the hurricane than they did in the pre- 
vious year, according to the results of a new 
study by a group of independent researchers 
from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 


Health and other institutions. 


The researchers say their estimate, pub- 
lished Tuesday in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, remains imprecise, with more 
definitive studies still to come. But the find- 
ings, which used methods that have not been 
previously applied to this disaster, are impor- 
tant amid widespread concerns that the gov- 
ernment’s tally of the dead, 64, was a dra- 
matic undercount. 

Winds, flooding and landslides swept away 
homes and knocked out power, water and cel- 
lular service, which remained largely unre- 
paired for months. 

An analysis of vital statistics by The New 
York Times in December found that 1,052 
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People “died alone 
in their houses. 
Nobody went there. 
Some of them 

were covered by 

a landslide, and 
months after they’ve 
not recovered the 
bodies.” 


— Domingo J. Marqués, an associate 
professor of psychology at Albizu 
University San Juan, who helped 
conduct the study with his students 


DODGERS 


Special needs man throws first pitch 


By Craig Shultz 
cshultz@scng.com 
@PE_CraigShultz on Twitter 


Michael Cadena strode near 
the top of the pitchers’ mound 
at Dodger Stadium, took a few 
steps toward home plate and 
threw a pitch that bounced once 
before being caught by Dodgers 
All-Star Cody Bellinger. 

The ceremonial first pitch 
on Tuesday before the Dodgers 
played the Philadelphia Phillies 
put a nice bow on an ugly in- 
cident for Cadena, a 27-year-old 
Riverside resident with special 
needs, last month. 

“He made out like a champ,” 
his father, Joe Cadena, said in a 
phone call Tuesday evening from 
the seats the Dodgers provided 
the family. “He’s on cloud nine 
right now. He’s beyond words.” 


Michael Cadena’s trip to 
Dodger Stadium came about af- 
ter he was bullied, pushed and 
robbed of his Dodgers hat at a 
Riverside Target store. 

His mother, Sylvia Cadena, 
posted about the incident on 
Facebook, hoping the thief 
would be caught. Instead, peo- 
ple stepped forward, donating 
hats, tickets and memorabilia. 

The Dodgers heard of his 
plight and invited Michael Ca- 
dena to the game, where he not 
only threw out a ceremonial 
first pitch, he also received au- 
tographed hats, balls and a jer- 
sey. He met players, including 
Bellinger, his favorite Dodger; 
Matt Kemp; and Riverside na- 
tive Austin Barnes. 


Cadena was born with Ap- 
ert syndrome, a genetic disor- 
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Dodger Stadium on Tuesday. 


KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Michael Cadena of Riverside throws out the ceremonial first pitch 
before a game between the Philadelphia Phillies and the Dodgers at 


TELEVISION 


Roseanne 
Barr show 
is abruptly 
canceled 


She insults ex-Obama aide 
with a racist post that ABC 
calls ‘abhorrent, repugnant’ 


By John Koblin 
The New York Times 


Two months ago, Roseanne 
Barr was a star again. 

Her sitcom “Roseanne” re- 
turned in March after a two-de- 
cade absence to enormous rat- 
ings on ABC. Network executives 
were celebrating their strategy 
of appealing to wider swaths of 
the country after Donald Trump’s 
surprising election win, and the 
president himself called Barr to 
congratulate her on the show’s 
large audience. 

But on Tuesday, that all came 
crashing down. ABC abruptly 
canceled “Roseanne” hours after 
Barr, the show’s star and co-cre- 
ator, posted a racist tweet about 
Valerie Jarrett, an African-Amer- 
ican woman who was a senior ad- 
viser to Barack Obama through- 
out his presidency and considered 
one of his most influential aides. 

Barr wrote if the “muslim 
brotherhood & planet of the apes 
had a baby=vj.” 

Barr later apologized, but it 
was too late. In announcing the 
show’s cancellation, ABC Enter- 
tainment President Channing 
Dungey said in a statement that 
“Roseanne’s Twitter statement is 
abhorrent, repugnant and incon- 
sistent with our values.” 
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INVISION VIA AP 


John Goodman and Roseanne 
Barr of the “Roseanne” show. The 
show was canceled Tuesday by 
ABC following Barr’s racist tweet. 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Riverside drug bust 
results in multiple arrests 


Riverside police held a news 
conference with details of an un- 
dercover narcotics operation that 
resulted in 23 arrests. PAGE A3 


WEATHER 
Se Riverside 
Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
75/55 96/68 69/32 


Full weather forecast » » PAGE B10 
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